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Day-To-Day March Of E\Tnf$ 
Shattered By Sniper’s Bullet 

A chronology of events from the time employes of the 
city’s sanitation workers walked off their jobs to the slaying 
yesterday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: • , ' /' 

FEB. 12— City sanitation workers, 930 of 100, left their 
jobs, without warning demanding recognition of the American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employes as their- 
bargaining .agent and asking redress of a series of grievances. 
Mayor Henry Loeb said the ~ ■ : 



work stoppage was illegal 

FEB. 14— Mayor Loeb met 
with Charles Blackburn, direc- 
tor of public works, and Frank 
Holloman, fire and police di- 
rector, and then ordered the 
hiring of new employes to re- 
place strikers. 

FEB. IS — Mayor Loeb and 
leaders of the city’s striking 
sanitation workers traded pro- 
posals during a face-to-face 
confrontation in a meeting 
called by the Memphis Minis- 
ters Association. Jerry Wurf, 
president of the employes’ un- 
ion, joined the 10-hour session 
soon after midnight. 

FEB. 20 — Leaders of strik- 
ing sanitation workers called 
for an economic boycott as 
talks sponsored by the Mem- 
phis Ministers Association con- 
tinued without result. Daily 
marches from Clayborn Tem- 
ple AME Church to City Hall 
and back began. 

FEB. 22 — A City Council 
committee studying the city’s 
position in the sanitation strike 
agreed to recommend recog- 
nizing of the union and a dues 
checkoff, 

FEB. 23 — Striking sanita- 
tion workers clashed briefly 
with police in downtown Mem- 
phis after they left a City 
Council session at The Audito- 
rium in which the council de- 
clined to grant concessions 
recommended by a study com- 
mittee the day before. Police 
dispersed the estimated 900 
marchers with night sticks and 
riot gas. •< — . — — . 



.FEB. 24. — City officials' 
went into Chancery Court and 
obtained’ a broad injunction 
against the strike fro-a* Chan- 
cellor Robert Hoffmann which 
gave the city the right to seek 
contempt of court citations 
against any leader of the union 
who engaged in marches or 
other demonstrations and also 
prohibited the' strike itself. 

FEB. 29 — Police arrested 
persons who refused to leave 
City. Council chambers after a 
meeting in which the council 
again refused concessions jn 
the strike. 

FEB. 29 — The union asked 
that the state Chancery Court 
injunction against strike lead- 
ers be removed to United 
States District Court because 
it violates constitutional 
rights. 

MARCH 1 — Federal Judge 
Robert McRae refused juris- 
diction in the petition issued by 
Chancellor Hoffman against 
union leaders. 

MARCH G — Chancellor 
Hoffmann held seven top sani- 
tation unrn leaders in con- 
tempt of a court order and 
gave each 10 days in jail and a 
$50 fine — but said they could 
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purge themselves by callifig 
off the four-week strike. 

" MARCH 7 — The United 
States Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in , Cincinnati was 
asked to determine if the fed- 
■ eral courts ' should rule on the 
constitutionality of the injunc- 
_ fj on issued against the sanita-- 
tion workers strike. 

MARCH U — Roy Wilkins, 
executive director of the Na- 
tional Association for theAd- 
vancemeent of Colored People, 
and Bayard Rustin of the A. 
Philip. Randolph Institute en- 
couraged sanitation workers 
and their supporters ip speech- 
es to an estimated 9,000 per-, 
sons at Mason Temple. 

MARCH 16—Dr. King told an 
estimated 13,000 cheering per- 
| sons at Mason Temple that 
they should consider a work 
stoppage if their demands 
were not met in the strike. He 
promised to return to Memphis 
to lead a march at a later 
date. 

MARCH 21 — City Council 
members did not vote on a 
proposal by the Rev. J. O. Pat- 
terson which would have al- 
lowed a dues checkoff but 
passed a resolution calling for 
mediation sessions with both 
sides sitting down with Frank 
B. Miles, a former federal me- 
diator. . ; 

MARCH 23 — What was to 
have been the first of a series 
of mediation sessions ended 
abruptly when representatives 
of the city said there was a 
legal question of whether they 
. could talk with persons named 
in the anti-strike injunction 
issued by Chancellor Hoff- 
man. 

MARCH 25 — Chancellor 
Hoffmann said there was no 
legal reason to prevent the 
city and union representatives 
from negotiating and the first 
of the mediation sessions 
opened. 

MARCH 27 — Union leaders 
walked out of mediation talks 
with the city as the third day 
of - talks neared an end and. 
charged that Mayor Loeb had 
in effect tied the hands of city 
representatives by not allow- 
ing them any decision-making 
function. 



MARCH 28' — Tea’ms of po- 
lice and National Guardsmen 
moved into the city to enforce 
order and a city-imposed cur- 
few-after rioting broke out dur- 
ing a march being led down 
Main by Dr. King. One person 
was killed, about 300 arrested 
and many injured in the me- 
lee. 

MARCrf 28 — Sporadic inci- 
dents around the- city were re- 
ported as the 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. : 
curfew was in its second day. 

APRIL 1 - — Mayor Loeb or- 
dered the curfew lifted at mid- 
day and a city spokesman said 
the city was studying a series 
of steps in the face of a.prqm- 
ised second march by Dr. 
King. Several aides of Dr. 
King were in town planning the 
march. 

APRIL 2 — Spokesmen for 
ministers backing the sanita- 
tion workers said they would 
ignore any injunction forbid- 
ding a march in downtown 
Memphis. . ... 

APRIL 3 — Dr. King arrived 
as Federal Judge Bailey 
Brown issued a temporary re- 
straining order against ndn- 
Memphians participating in a 
march. 

• APRIL 4 — Dr. King was 
slain by a sniper’s bullet soon 
after returning to his motel 
after his attorneys asked 
Judge Brown to lift the re- 
straining order. — -r — » V . 
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